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surrection in Candia, and in 1870 on massacres by Greek brigands. The Poles always had his warm support. On home affairs he spoke rarely, yet his earnest protest against the exclusion of the Jews from the privileges of the Oaths Bill, is worth recording.
Outside the House of Lords his influence was felt in public affairs, especially in those connected with the East. Like Palmerston, he had always opposed the Suez Canal, which he set down as a French stratagem ; but he was a warm supporter of the Euphrates route to India, and its chief promoter, General Chesney, was in constant communication with him in every stage of that long-struggling but still unrealized enterprise. He was a vigorous leader in the cause of the unhappy Circassians when they were exiled by Russia in 1864 ; and at almost the same moment, he was adding his voice to the protests which were raised by the Evangelical Alliance against the neglect of the interests and even of the bare protection of the missionaries in Turkey.
In 1869 an honour, wholly unexpected and unsolicited, came to Lord Stratford. As years rolled on, his great services stood out from the shadows of past politics bright and conspicuous ; and it was remembered that of all who had served England in those years of trial he alone had been left without adequate reward. Mr. Gladstone's generous admiration for intellect and character, as apart from politics, was conspicuous in his offer of the Garter to a peer who had never been a partisan. " Two garters are now available," he wrote to Lord Nov. 1869 Stratford ; " after your long career of distinguished public service, allow me to place one of them at your disposal. . . . It is scarcely necessary I should add that much as the Government might feel the honour and advantage of your support, this note is written neither with the expectation nor with the desire to modify your position of perfect political independence." As Lord Ellenborough said, it was a valuable example of the " recognition of services rendered not to a party but to the State."
Of his private life it is difficult to give any adequate picture. When he returned to England it was to settle down in the old house in Grosvenor Square, which had been his ever since